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basis of Mr. Bonar Law's accession to power and yet it was this one essential virtue which Mr. Baldwin had removed from public life. That Lord Beaverbrook's purpose was purely materialistic, that economic imperialism alone was not desirable in itself, and that Mr. Bonar Law would almost certainly have been forced to abandon the same objective were hardly considerations in the despair of the Conservative Party's sudden fall from power. The old-fashioned Conservative weighed the fall dispassionately and with a shrug of the shoulder. Lord Beaverbrook measured it materially, fired by sentiment and the realisation of opportunities lost. The thought of Mr. Baldwin standing aside complacently ineffective, yet thinking deeply, was the direst provocation to a man of impulse.
It was Mr. Baldwin's seeming lassitude which urged Lord Beaverbrook into his most virulent and unprovoked attacks. The remorse that punctuated each estrangement was often his consciousness of sudden fury. Lord Beaver-brook's warm and affectionate qualities were always dominated by a faith in the Empire, which he felt compelled to vindicate. The call of a higher voice drove him again and again to abuse the Conservative leader often against his inclinations. It was a form of puritanism, and Lord Beaverbrook is a puritan of an interesting type. He belongs to the ruthless materialistic school which has aspired to rule the world from Oliver Cromwell's day to that of Henry Ford. They are the men to whose tasteless exploitation, is owed the material advancement so often considered in uncultured ages as a sign of progress. Psychologically they are characters that have not been equal to their deeds and their religious fervour has been remorse at their own creations.
With Lord Beaverbrook this puritan mentality vulgarised the Empire Crusade with a tiresome sentimental fervour and impelled him again and again to attack Mr. Baldwin's misuse of power. His opinion of the Conservative leader was not low, but Mr, Baldwin's highest card was his char-